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PUBLISHERS NOTE 


The late Mr. SIMON ALEXANDER 'HEWAVITARNE, who in 
his life time had begun to publish the TRIPITAKA, left a bequest for its 
completion after his death, He died suddenly on 17th January 1913 and in 
accordance with his wishes his Trustees had published the Commentaries on 
the Text in 49 Volumes After seventy years these books are no longer readily 
available. 


His widow Mrs. SOMAWATI HEWAVITARNE who passed away 
on 10{һ January 1982 at the age of 94 had prior to her death, created the 
SOMAWATI HEWAVITARNE TRUST to carry on the good work started 
by her late husband and bequeathed her entire estate to this Trust. 


We the Trustees of the Somawati Hewavitarane Trust, having seen 
the need to re-print the Commentaries, have undertaken this task to help 
both the student and teacher of the Dhamma and in the hope that this act of 
ours will help to preserve the Noble Teachings of the Blessed One for the 
benefit of the future generations and thereby prolong the life of the Buddha 
Sasana by many more thousands of years. 


May the fruits of this meritorious act help the late Simon Alexander 
Hewavitarne and Somawati Hewavitarne Maha Upasikawa in Sansara and 
towards their final attainment of Nibbana. 


NOEL WIJENAIKE 
NANDA AMARASINGHE 
PARINDA RATNATUNGE 

2007. 03. 06 

Somawati Hewavitarne Trust Office 

No. 130, Maligakanda Road, Colombo 10, 

SRI LANKA. 





THE LATE 
MR. SIMON ALEXANDER HEWAVITARNE. 


BORN 20TH MARCH, 1875. UIL '' 17TH JANUARY, 1913 
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THE LATE 


VEN'BLE ANAGARIKA DHARMAPALA. 
(SIRI DEVAMITTA DHAMMAPALA) 


Derector of Taptaka Morana. Sabha 


BORN 171H SEPTEMBER 1884 DIED PITH APHIL, 193. 





PREFATORY NOTE. 


We have much pleasure in placing before the public the 
first part of the commentary of Samyutta-Nikaya, the Sixteenth 
Volume of the Hewaviarana Tripitaka Publication. 


Dr.C.A. Hewavitarane, one of the Trustees of the 
Publication Fund and executor of the estate of the late Mr.Simon 
Hewavitarane, happens to be away in England and was so during 
the last few month of the printing of thie book, having been 
chosen a commissioner from Ceylon to the British Empire 
Exhibition, 1924 held at Wembley in London. 


The Tripitaka Publication Committee orignally entrusted 
the editing of this book to the late Ven. Bedigama Sri Ratanapala, 
Nayaka Thero, Principal of the Maha-Manthinda Pirivena, 
Matara. It must be recorded with regret that he was able to 
prepare only a part of the book before his death. He was 
responsible for the revision and editing of this book to the end 
of Nidana-vaggavannana. 


` Then the Committee requested the Ven. Bihalpola Sri 
Devarakkhita, Nayaka Thero, Vice-Princepal of Vidyodaya 
Pirivena, Maligakande, to undertake the work of revising and 
editing the remaihing portion of the book. this Nayaka Thero 
was responsible for the first twelve forms of this.publication, 
which were finally revised and approved by the Ven. M.Sri 
Nanissara, Nayaka Thero, principle of the Vidyodaya pirivana. 
But owing to the death of both these venerable and scholarly 
Nayaka Theras, during this period, another change was 
inevitable. 


Accordingly the Committee requested the Ven. Bentara 
Sri Saranankara Nayaka Thero, Principle of the Sailanthayathana 
Pirivana, Bentota, to edit the book; he was abel to revise and 
edit only four froms and then expressd his inability to proceed, 
owing to pressure of other work. 


The Trustees finally entrusted the work to the Ven. Pandit 
Widurupola Piyatissa, Mahanayaka Thero, of the Up-Country 


Amarapura Nikaya, who prepared the remaining eighteen forms 
for publication within a period of nearly one year. Thus he is 
responsible for the latter part of this book, to the end of the 
Sagathaka-vagga-vannana. 


This Nayatissa, Thero deserves the thanks of all for the 
ready and willing manner in which he has accomplished the 
difficult task of editing this book, while also having to be 
responsible, amidst his multifarious other duties, for the greatest 
work of this series-the revision and editing of the Jataka-Attha- 
Katha. 


It is interesting to record in connection with the publication 
of this book that the Ven. Piyatissa, Mahanayaka Thero, had in 
his possession for reference during the preparation of this book, 
a very valuable gift of twenty seven volumes of the Siamese 
"Attha Katha" publication, recently sent by His Royal Highness 
the Prince Chandaburi of Siam, as a Dharma gift in memory of 
his late lamented Royal mother. 


Srinath Kumaradas Moonesinghe. 


Colombo, 2468 
21 May, 1924. 
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